Timeline of the History of the Bible

Oral tradition 


Early Israel was a group of semi-nomadic wanderers, beginning with Abraham (20th c. BC), settling in Egypt (19th-15th c. BC) and finally in Canaan (13th c. BC),  Early "literature" was oral tradition- the songs and stories, proverbs, folktales, legends and myths of a traditional society.   Oral tradition had authority and was faithfully passed from generation to generation by story tellers. 

Written text

· Moses (14th c. BC) is traditionally credited with the writing of the Pentateuch or Torah ( the first 5 books of the Bible)

· Writing of Hebrew scriptures  flourished under the kings Hezekiah and Josiah (8th-7th c. BC.) 

· After the exile (586-538 BC) it was possibly completed by Ezra in the 5th c. BC.

The authority (standard of truth and right) changed from oral tradition to written over a period of years. By the time of Hezekiah (8th c. BC) and Josiah (7th c. BC) the written Law had authority.  

The Septuagint, a translation of Hebrew to Greek, was written in the 3rd -2nd c. BC.

Christ's life and  teachings were relayed first only orally, then later written. (Gospel of Mark written 60-70 AD, Matthew ca. 70 AD, Luke ca. 70  AD and John ca. 80 AD)

The codex, a page  form rather than scrolls, became popular in the 1st c.  AD.


Codex Sinaiticus, in  4th c Greek is  the oldest manuscript we have.  It has just been digitally 


reassembled and is available on the internet at www.codexsinaiticus.org  .

The official canon of the Hebrew Bible was approved  90 AD Council of Jamnia.

The Vulgate Bible was a Latin translation by Jerome  (382 AD).

The canon of NT accepted (367-405).

The Lindesfarne Gospel was written in Anglo Saxon (the  900's)

Wycliffe translated the Bible into  English (1384).

The printing press and Gutenberg Bible  (the 1450's).

Erasmus translated a new Greek and Latin version of the  NT (1516 ).

The Protestant Reformation (another change in authority, this time from the Pope and the Church to the Bible- a slogan for Luther was "sola scriptura", the Bible alone.)

Luther translated a German NT (1522) and the entire Bible (1534)

The Geneva Bible (1560-the first Bible in English to use both chapters and verses.)

King James Authorized Version (1611)

Multiple versions, up to the present.

